COMMUNICATION HUB FOR THE WIND ENERGY INDUSTRY

ISSUE 49 - 2019

£7.50

FLOATING
WINDFARMS

INNOVATIVE
TECHNOLOGY

TURBINE
MAINTENANCE
& TRAINING
IN-DEPTH FEATURE

BOLTING
TECHNICAL DETAIL

CABLE GRIPS &
ANCILLARIES
Image: Darren Cool Images

AVAILABLE NECESSITIES

PLANNING CONSENTS

FEATURE
SPONSOR

FEATURE
SPONSOR

MARINE ARCHAEOLOGY AND
THE PLANNING PROCESS
As offshore development increases, MSDS Marine continue to provide a
high-quality archaeological service for planning consents
As recognised by Historic England
the seas and shores around the
world contain an immense wealth of
archaeological sites and remains, yet
at the same time they are areas that
are subject to increasing pressure
from development.
MSDS Marine Ltd are a specialist
marine and coastal contractor
specialising in the management and
support of archaeological projects.
Through extensive experience in
the industry they are able to work
with clients to guide them through
the planning and consents process,
providing the complete range of
services required during the planning,
construction and operation phases
of development projects, including
offshore renewables.

ADVICE AND SUPPORT
Senior Project Manager, Sally Evans,
explained: “Our experience as a market

leader in the provision of archaeological
services means we are able to work
with our clients to guide them through
the planning process, providing advice
and support through all stages of their
projects. We pride ourselves on our
flexible approach and attention to
detail and work hard to achieve positive
outcomes for our clients.”
The company was formed in 2011 by
Mark James following his experience
working for Historic England. Mark
revealed: “I was fortunate to work
with Historic England in their marine
planning unit which gave me a
sound understanding of the planning
process and marine consents. I
formed MSDS Marine to enable
me to bring this experience to the
sector and the company has grown
rapidly to the point where we are
now retained archaeologists for a
number of infrastructure and windfarm
development projects.”

EXCITING TIMES
2019 promises to be an exciting year
for MSDS Marine who will be moving
into new headquarters complete with
in-house lab facilities. In addition,
their sister company Taran Marine
Ltd, are launching a new vessel which
has been purpose-built for the survey
industry. Taran M is a 7m catamaran,
designed to be road towable and
with an extremely shallow draft for
maximum flexibility.

DESK BASED SERVICES AND THE
PLANNING PROCESS
The company has extensive experience
in undertaking a wide range of
archaeological desk- based services
to support their clients through the
planning process, from pre-application
to post-consent. Their staff have a great
deal of experience working with all
types of marine archaeological assets,
from wreck sites to intertidal remains
and submerged prehistoric landscapes.

Services include input into screening,
scoping and preliminary environmental
information, the production of
environmental statements, impact
assessments, written schemes of
investigation, method statements,
production of specialist technical
reports and provision of advice
and guidance. They are also highly
experienced in the archaeological
review and assessment of
geophysical, hydrographic, ROV
and geotechnical data.

ADDITIONAL SERVICES
MSDS Marine also undertake
mitigation planning and work
alongside clients to develop creative
solutions to gain consent and
discharge licence conditions. To
further support their clients through
the process the company can fulfil
the role of retained archaeological
consultants. This establishes a
close working relationship with
the developer to ensure that all
archaeological requirements are met
and that advice is always on hand as
needed.

GEOPHYSICAL AND HYDROGRAPHIC
DATA REVIEW
For most marine development
projects, the archaeological review
and assessment of geophysical
and hydrographic data form a
core component of the required
archaeological scope of works.
The data is assessed to establish
the presence of any material of
archaeological potential within the
development area, both on the
surface and as part of the pre-historic
landscape.

As a market leader in this field, they
undertake archaeological assessment
for a large number of Round 3
windfarms and aggregate extraction
areas. Their experience as both
archaeologists and geophysicists
ensure a robust interpretation and
mitigation strategy for clients through
the whole process, including input
into survey specification ensuring the
assessment meets requirements, data
interpretation and mitigation planning.

GEOTECHNICAL ASSESSMENT
AND ANALYSIS
Where development projects impact
the prehistoric environment through
the disturbance of horizons with
palaeoenvironmental or archaeological
potential there will be a requirement
for mitigation. This is typically through
the archaeological assessment and
analysis of geotechnical samples
collected pre-construction for
engineering purposes.
The company will work with clients to
ensure all archaeological requirements
pertaining to prehistoric environments
are met, while minimising costs. MSDS
Marine can provide a range of services
and support in this area from advice on
coring locations, to geoarchaeological
assessment and analysis of core
material and method statements for this
work. They can also feed results back
to the client to allow detailed ground
model development and aid overall
understanding of the site conditions.

DIVING SERVICES
The company is a fully insured diving
contractor registered with the Health &
Safety Executive and is able to provide
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a wide range of diving services. All of
their divers are highly experienced with
a wide range of adaptable skills that
can be applied to the archaeological
and scientific sectors as well as to
specialist tasks. Dependant on the
findings of risk assessments diving can
be undertaken on SCUBA or Surface
Supply.

PROVIDING SUPPORT
Since its conception the company
has provided support to a large
number of scientific diving projects in
England, Scotland and Wales, in most
cases acting as the dive contractor,
managing the diving and logistics and
providing divers, diving equipment
and any specialist equipment that may
have been required.
They have managed projects
and mobilised teams for one day
ecological surveys through to
three month long, high profile,
archaeological excavations such as
the #Rooswijk1740 project for which
they are the UK project managers.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
The company are committed to
providing hands on and practical
learning opportunities in the sector for
students, volunteers and early career
professionals. They recognise the
importance of developing the skills
of the future generations of maritime
archaeologists and engaging and
enthusing the public with the work that
takes place during and in the planning
consents process in order to generate
interest and understanding around
maritime archaeology.

GET IN TOUCH

SCAN/CLICK

The MSDS Marine team are always
happy to talk and can provide advice
over the phone so if you are not sure
where to start with planning consents
and archaeology then talk to them
today!

DESK
SERVICES

DIVING
SERVICES

REMOTE
SENSING

MSDS Marine

28

www.windenergynetwork.co.uk

www.windenergynetwork.co.uk

29

