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1.0 The History of the Development of OASIS 

 OASIS has been a familiar feature in the landscape of the historic environment sector for 

nearly 20 years. It is developed and hosted by the Archaeology Data Service (ADS) on behalf 

of Historic England and Historic Environment Scotland. Over that time, it has enabled the 

reporting and transfer of information about archaeological investigations from those carrying 

out fieldwork to Historic Environment Records, national heritage bodies and the ADS Digital 

Library, and transformed the way grey literature reports are made accessible online. 

 What has been its legacy so far?  

1.1.1 While OASIS was first launched in 1999 with a series of pilot projects, the current form has 

been in place since 2004, initially rolled out in England with Scotland and the maritime zone 

of Wales quickly following suit.  Since this time, OASIS has recorded over 80,000 investigations 

and facilitated the transfer of over 55,000 digital reports into the Library. The range of 

projects being recorded on OASIS spans the whole spectrum of the human story from the 

Palaeolithic to the modern age and includes both maritime and built heritage.  

 
1.1.2 The impact of OASIS on the sector has been significant, in particular in providing open access 

to a vast body of grey literature reports generated through the planning system. Download 

figures show that OASIS reports have been accessed over 30,000 times per year with this 

figure slowly rising as the Library grows. 
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2.0 Background to the Redevelopment 

 The heritage data landscape is changing and with it, OASIS. In England, there is now a greater 

emphasis on a more coordinated and simplified data sharing approach through Historic 

England’s Heritage Information Access Strategy (HIAS). Likewise, Scotland’s Historic 

Environment Data (SHED) aims to improve access to historic environment information. OASIS 

will play a key role in these strategies by providing the mechanism to share information and 

data outputs across the whole sector. 

 With this in mind, OASIS has been redeveloped in line with feedback from users and 

supporting these strategic aims. This redevelopment is now complete and OASIS V launched 

in October.  OASIS V will lead to significant improvements to meet the needs of a modern 

historic environment community. The new OASIS is now designed to record all forms of 

historic environment investigations, including building recording, maritime and archaeological 

projects. It is aimed at the whole sector too – including academic and community researchers. 

Some of the specific changes include:  

• An improved and easier to use interface, 

• The ability to record accurate spatial metadata, 

• Identifying and linking to physical and digital archives, 

• Modules for recording specialist data, 

• Links to the new generation of Research Frameworks in England and Scotland,  

• Speeding up the process of transferring reports from OASIS through to the ADS Library for 
public access,   

• Notifications and improved communication between contractor, HER and 
museum/archive, and  

• Use of up to date-controlled terminology to index event, object and monument 
information, which will enable more consistent searching and cross-referencing. 



OASIS Rollout Support Workshops 
OASIS Pre-Course Learning – 2020/MSDS19130/8 

 

3.0 HIAS Strategy 

 The Heritage Information Access Strategy (HIAS) is a programme of interlinked projects 

designed to simplify and improve public access to heritage data held or generated by Historic 

England, by Local Authority Historic Environment Records and by other bodies. 

 What does the Heritage Information Access Strategy involve? 

3.1.1 HIAS is a business and culture change programme for those involved in the production and 

handling of heritage information that includes, and is dependent upon, a number of 

important procedural changes and incremental IT developments across the sector. 

3.1.2 The HIAS programme is recognised in the Culture White Paper which says: We will ask Historic 

England to work with local authorities to enhance and rationalise national and local heritage 

records over the next ten years, so that communities and developers have easy access to 

historic environment records. 

3.1.3 This shared national heritage record will define clearer roles for data creators, local authority 

Historic Environment Records (HERs) and Historic England, and formalise agreements which 

will share the joint responsibility and potentially huge benefits of a fully integrated approach. 

 Eight key principles for the strategy 

3.2.1 These principles were set out at the beginning of the HIAS Programme to help gather partners 

together with a set of shared goals and common aims. The principles have been slightly 

updated in the course of discussions with HIAS partners and then agreed by the HIAS Advisory 

Board members. 

Principle 1: Local Authority HERs should be the first point of call for and primary trusted 

source of investigative research data and knowledge. 

Principle 2: Historic England should be the first point of call for and primary trusted source of 

national datasets, such as the National Heritage List for England and national marine heritage 

dataset. 

Principle 3: Historic England, together with its partners, should continue to champion the 

development, maintenance and implementation of standards for the creation, management, 

sharing, re-use and storage of digital historic environment data. 

Principle 4: Investigative research data or knowledge should be readily uploaded, validated 

and accessed online. 

Principle 5: A national overview should continue to be delivered online through the Heritage 

Gateway. 

Principle 6: Such data or knowledge should not be at risk of loss, fragmentation, inundation 

(in data), or system obsolescence. 

Principle 7: Historic England should, on behalf of the nation, ensure that a security copy of all 

such data exists in accordance with Principles 3 and 6. 
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Principle 8: Digital data should be supported by material archives in safe repositories 

accessible to the public. 

3.2.2 You can find out more about HIAS on the Historic England website here: 

https://historicengland.org.uk/research/support-and-collaboration/heritage-information-

access-strategy/  

https://historicengland.org.uk/research/support-and-collaboration/heritage-information-access-strategy/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/support-and-collaboration/heritage-information-access-strategy/

